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ECRC Advisory Council Meeting
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Welcome
Please share you name, organization, 

title, and favorite winter activity in the 
chat.  
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Bienvenido
Por favor, comparte tu nombre, 
organización, cargo y actividad 
favorita de invierno en el chat.



We Have Spanish Interpretation 
Tenemos Interpretación de Español

A Escuchar en 
Español:

1. Haga click el 
icono del globo

2. Elegir“Spanish”



Agenda

1. Welcome
2. City Update      
3. Partner Updates
4. ECRC Executive Committee Updates
5. New State Agency Update
6. Closing Remarks
7. Adjourn



City Updates
City Council passed Mayor Johnson’s $16.7B budget. Major investments include:

1. $15M per year to the mental health safety net system, including the CARE 

911 hotline 

2. Reestablishing the Department of the Environment with a $25M investment

3. $250M investment in supporting Chicagoans experiencing homelessness 

(separate from investments in migrant supports)

○ Passed Bring Chicago Home Ordinance

4. Established Office of Community Safety with a $100M operating budget

5. Continuing funding for CECIDS with $530k investment 

6. Continuing funding for CELWS with $470k investment 

7. $30M of state funding directed to DFSS to support new-arrival/migrant 

populations 



Partner Updates 

Rey Wences Najera
Migrant & Refugee Rights



Partner Updates 

Maia Connors
EC-REACH



Partner Updates 

Leslie McKinily
Chicago Public Schools



CPS Pre-K 
Enrollment Update
● 20th Day Pre-K Enrollment: 17,589

○ 7.2% increase from 2022-2023

○ Comparable to pre-pandemic 
enrollment

● Enrollment as of November 17: 18,734

○ 79.59% of GenEd seats full
○

■ Half-Day: 73.05%

■ Full-Day: 81.52%



Newcomer Pre-K Enrollment Process (CPS)
Arrival CPS 

Notification
School 

Assignment
Placement 
Assistance

School 
Enrollment

Engagement 
& Supports

Newcomers, 
including three 

and four year olds, 
arrive and are 

housed at Police 
Districts and 

airport

Newcomers are moved 
to shelter and DFSS 
provides manifest of 

school aged children to 
CPS; CPS identifies the 

three and four year 
olds on the list

OECE finds the closest 
schools to the shelter 

with Pre-K seat 
availability and assigns 
each child to a school 
(Pre-K classrooms are 

capped at 20 students)

A mobile early childhood 
enrollment team meets with 
families at the shelter; Staff 

complete the online 
application and verification of 

documents for the child;

Families bring their 
children to the school 
where the student has 

been placed and 
complete any 

remaining paperwork 
there; The child can 

begin attending that 
day

Once a Newcomer in 
Pre-K has begun 

attending school, CPS 
provides ongoing 

school and 
district-based 

engagement and 
supports

These steps describe the centralized Pre-K enrollment process currently in place for Newcomer students. Please note- any Newcomer student can 
apply for a Pre-K program at a school site, over the phone, or with the assistance of another volunteer. Class sizes, however, must be capped at 
20 students and schools CANNOT enroll additional students when they are at capacity.

To date, OECE mobile enrollment teams have 
assisted just over 500 newly arrived families.



 Partner Updates 

Cerathel Burgess-Burnett
Department of Family & Support 

Services







Partner Updates 

Sandy de León 
Chicago Early Learning Workforce 

Scholarship

















Q&A





 Partner Updates 

Chicago Department of Public 
Health









New State Agency
Ann Whalen



The Executive Committee has continued to 
meet to focus on operationalizing the body. 
Recently they: 

● Reviewed the Mayoral transition plan + 
provided feedback and 
recommendations

● Supported the planning and execution of 
the Early Childhood Education budget 
town hall meeting

ECRC Executive Committee



ECRC Executive Committee

The Executive Committee is meeting next to:

1. Revisit ECRC Executive Committee membership
2. Synthesize 2023 ECRC reports and activities
3. Develop a 3-year strategic plan to guide the work of ECRC



Where ECRC Is Headed

Sept 2023

Hosted
Town Hall 
Meeting

Jan 2024

Landscape 
Analysis 
Report

Jan 2023

Relaunched 
ECRC

May 2023

Established 
Executive 
Committee

Feb 2024

Launch Strategic 
Planning Process

Apr 2024

Final 
Strategic 
Plan



Next Steps

1. Community Engagement Early Childhood Funding Listening Sessions - 
Dec 2023 - Jan 2024

2. Next ECRC Advisory Council meeting will be in January 30, 2024

Thank you for joining

Every Child Ready Chicago Advisory Committee Meeting.


